WHITEBOY ACTS. 



RETURN to an Order of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated 29 March 1867 : ,—for , 



COPY “ of the Circular recently issued to the Irish Magistrates by 
the Government in which attention was directed to the Whiteboy 
Acts.” 



MEMORANDUM as to Special Constables, and the Powers and Duties of 
Magistrates. 



Special Constables. 

As in the present state of the country the enrolment of special constables 
may be desirable, the Government is anxious to call the attention of the 
magistrates to the provisions of the Statute regulating the appointment of such 2 & 3 Will. 4, 
officers, which provides for their enrolment under certain contingencies, viz. : — c. 108 . 

The reasonable apprehension of riot, tumult, or insurrection, being deposed 
to by credible persons, and further, the opinion of the justices that the 
police, military, and other regular force in the country, are not sufficient for 
present protection of persons and property. It will thus be observed that 
the justices are declared the tribunal to decide upon the necessity for special 
constables. 

The magistrates will carefully consider whether such necessity does exist 
before they proceed to act under the provisions of the Statute ; but, in case of 
its adoption, His Excellency will be ready to afford to them such assistance 
and advice as they may require. 



Powers and Duties of Magistrates. 

The attention of the magistracy is further called to the following summary 
of their powers and duties under the Acts, called “ The Whiteboy Acts,” 
15 & 16 Geo. 3, c. 21, and 1 & 2 Will. 4, c. 44, the provisions of which will 
be found very valuable in the present disturbances, and apply to all disturbed 
districts. 

1. All persons armed with fire-arms, or any other weapon, or appearing in 
any disguise, or wearing any unusual uniform or badge, or assuming any name 
or denomination not usually assumed by ordinary persons in their lawful occa- 
sions, who shall assemble, or who shall appear, alone or with others, by day or 
night, are guilty of a high misdemeanor, subjecting them to penal servitude, 
imprisonment, and whipping. 

2 . All persons who assemble and unlawfully compel, or by force or threats 
attempt to compel, any one to quit his dwelling or employment, or who shall 
maliciously assault any dwelling-house, or who shall break into any house or 
outhouse, or cause any door to be opened by threats, or shall carry off any 
horse or mule, or any gun or other weapon, money, or other property, or shall 
by threats cause same to be given up to them, are equally guilty, and liable to 
the same punishment. 

3 . Any person who shall write, post, publish, or give any notice, letter, or 
message, exciting, or tending to excite, any riot or unlawful assembly, or 
combination, or threatening any violence to person or property, or demanding 
arms, ammunition, money, or other property, or requiring any person to quit 
any employment, is liable to the same punishment. 
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4. All persons aiding and abetting others in the commission of any of 
the above offences are equally guilty, and liable to the punishments above- 
mentioned. 

5. All persons who by drum, horn, fire, shouting, or any signal, excite, or 
promote, or attempt to excite or promote, such unlawful meetings, are also 
guilty of a high misdemeanor. 

6. Any persons who, by force or threats, unlawfully impose on or tender to 
any person any oath or solemn engagement are guilty of a grave misdemeanor, 
and are liable to whipping and imprisonment. 

7- All magistrates and constables are empowered and bound to apprehend, 
disperse, and oppose all persons so engaged, and may call upon and command 
all persons who are not disabled by age or infirmity to assist them in so doing ; 
and are fully indemnified for happening to kill, maim, or hurt any person in 
discharging such duty. 

8. Any two magistrates having reasonable cause to suspect any person to 
be guilty of any such unlawful rising, assembling, or appearing as above men- 
tioned, or of having been at any such unlawful assembly, or of intending so to 
be, may and are required to summon before them any such person, and bind 
him over in his own recognizance to appear at the next assizes, and to be of 
good behaviour in the meantime ; and in case of refusal, such magistrates have 
power to commit such person to gaol. 

9. Every magistrate has authority to summon any person within his juris- 
diction whom he thinks capable of giving material evidence as to any such 
offence, and examine him or her on oath, and bind such person in recognizance 
to appear and give evidence, and on refusal to answer or to enter into recogni- 
zance, to commit such person to gaol. 



Dublin Castle, 

11th March 1867. 



By His Excellency’s Command, 



Naas. 
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WHITEBOY ACTS. 



COPY of the Circular recently issued to the 
Irish Magistrates by the Government in 
which attention is directed to the Whiteboy 
Acts. 



( The O’ Donoghue.) 



Ordered, by The House of Commons 3 to be Printed, 

5 April 1867. 



201 . 



Under 1 oz. 
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